
October 4, 2015 World Communion Sunday, 19
th

 Sunday After Pentecost  

 

Invitation to Worship (For the Assisting Minister; Also printed in the bulletin)  

Please lead the Invitation to Worship by being familiar with the text and looking up and, as needed, 

referring to the monitor screen at the rear of the room. We hope this example will help worshipers to 

also raise their heads and use the overhead screens at the front of the sanctuary.  

 

Say to the congregation,  

Please join me in the Invitation to Worship.  

 

Taste and see that the Lord is good!  

Happy are those who rest in God.  

Come and listen, children of God.  

Teach us the way of truth and life.  

Let us depart from evil and do good.  

Let us seek peace and pursue it. 

Let us worship God. 

 

Welcome  (Scott) 

 World Communion Sunday 

 Re-Introduce change in Prayers of the People (New format started Sept. 27) 

o Written prayer slips are available; you may mark them Confidential if you want it shared 

with a pastor only. 

o The prayer slips will be shared with the pastors and the prayer team as you designate 

(They will not be specifically verbally included in today’s prayers.) 

o The Assisting Minister will open the time of prayer with a general introduction and 

invitation to pray one’s thanksgivings and concerns either silently or aloud. 

o The pastor will conclude the time of prayer.  

 

 “After a time of silent reflection, we will continue in worship.”  

 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (Scott) 

Responsive in bulletin  

 

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE (Instructions for Assisting Minister, which are new as of Sept. 27)  

 

Sequence in worship: The ushers will bring forward the Communion elements and the offering plates. 

The offering plates will have any prayer requests that worshipers have written. The Assisting Minister 

(AM) and pastor will receive these from the ushers and hold them while the pastor prays, thanking God 

for both the monetary gifts and the prayer requests.  

After the prayer, the AM and pastor will place the plates and Communion elements on the Communion 

Table/Altar and then the AM will introduce the Prayers of the People as he or she and the pastor stand 

behind the table. 

 

Introduction/Instructions for the congregation: Say something like the following in your own words 

to introduce the prayers:  

 We are invited into a time of prayer to express our thanks, to pray for concerns of ourselves and 

others for the church, for the world and for those in need. 



 We are invited to include our joys and thanksgivings, our sorrows and burdens as we pray either 

silently or aloud.   

 If you pray aloud, please conclude your petition with the phrase, “Lord, in your mercy, to which 

we will all respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

Begin the time of prayer using these or similar words:  

 

 Lord, hear us as we offer you our joys and thanksgivings and the concerns of our hearts. . . or 

 Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you taught us to pray, so we offer these petitions in his name. . .  

or 

 God our Creator, guide us by your Holy Spirit, that these prayers may serve your will and show 

your love for the world. . . or  

 Mighty God, whose Word we trust and whose Spirit enables us to pray, hear our requests as we 

pray them silently or aloud. . .   

You of course may include your own prayers during the time of open prayer. 

The pastor will conclude the time of prayer.  

 

 

FIRST READING (For Lector) - The reading from Genesis chapter two is a part of the second of two 

differing, but complementary creation stories.  In Genesis one, God calls something into being and it is 

so and God declares it “good.” In Genesis two, the Lord God forms the human (adam) out of the 

ground (adamah) and breathes life into him. Then the Lord God sees that it is not good that the man 

should be alone and determines to create a partner for him.  

Genesis 2 stresses that people are not meant to live in isolation but in relationship. Out of love 

for humanity, God creates them male and female, to provide companionship for each other and to 

become with each other “one flesh.”  

 

Genesis 2:7-9, 15, 18-24 

 

Then the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 

life; and the man became a living being. And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and 

there he put the man whom he had formed. Out of the ground the LORD God made to grow every tree 

that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil.The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till 

it and keep it. Then the LORD God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a 

helper as his partner.’ So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and every 

bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man 

called each living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the 

air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. So 

the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and 

closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a 

woman and brought her to the man.  Then the man said, 

‘This at last is bone of my bones 

and flesh of my flesh; 

this one shall be called Woman, 



for out of Man this one was taken.’  

Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. 

 

The Word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

*SECOND READING (Scott) - Quoting from the psalms, this passage from Hebrews emphasizes that 

Jesus, the one through whom God created everything and who sits at God’s right hand, is also the one 

who experienced human suffering and death in order to blaze the path of salvation for us. 

 

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days 

he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the 

worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all 

things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 

the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 

excellent than theirs. 

  Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. But someone 

has testified somewhere,  

 “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

  or mortals, that you care for them? 

 You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 

  you have crowned them with glory and honor, 

  subjecting all things under their feet.” 

Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not yet see 

everything in subjection to them, but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the 

angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God 

he might taste death for everyone. 

  It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to 

glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies 

and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them 

brothers and sisters, saying,  

 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 

  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 

  
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Benediction (Scott)  

The grace of God be with you;  

the love of Christ be with you;  

the Spirit’s peace be with you —  

here and everywhere, now and forever. Alleluia! 

 


