
December 13, 2015, Third Sunday of Advent   

                   

Advent Prayer Tamara Grosvenor, Dominic and Stefan Hatch  

 

Welcome (Scott) 

 General welcome 

 Third Sunday of Advent  

 Christmas Eve services at 5 and 7:30 p.m.; please invite a neighbor or friend. 

 “After a time of silent reflection, we will continue in worship.”  

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (Scott) 

 

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE (Instructions for Assisting Minister, which are new as of Sept. 27)  

Sequence in worship: The ushers will bring forward the Communion elements and the offering plates. 

The offering plates will have any prayer requests that worshipers have written. The Assisting Minister 

(AM) and pastor will receive these from the ushers and hold them while the pastor prays, thanking God 

for both the monetary gifts and the prayer requests.  

After the prayer, the AM and pastor will place the plates and Communion elements on the Communion 

Table/Altar and then the AM will introduce the Prayers of the People as he or she and the pastor stand 

behind the table. 

 

Introduction/Instructions for the congregation: Say something like the following in your own words 

to introduce the prayers:  

 We are invited into a time of prayer to express our thanks, to pray for concerns of ourselves and 

others for the church, for the world and for those in need. 

 We are invited to include our joys and thanksgivings, our sorrows and burdens as we pray either 

silently or aloud.   

 If you pray aloud, please conclude your petition with the phrase, “Lord, in your mercy, to which 

we will all respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

Begin the time of prayer using these or similar words:   

 

 Lord, hear us as we offer you our joys and thanksgivings and the concerns of our hearts. . . or 

 Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you taught us to pray, so we offer these petitions in his name. . .  

or 

 God our Creator, guide us by your Holy Spirit, that these prayers may serve your will and show 

your love for the world. . . or  

 Mighty God, whose Word we trust and whose Spirit enables us to pray, hear our requests as we 

pray them silently or aloud. . .   

Our petitions should include prayers for the Church universal and for TLPC; for community or local 

concerns; for peace and justice in the world and for those who govern; and for those who suffer in body, 

mind or spirit. Please be prepared to pray for one of these areas if you do not hear it offered aloud by a 

TLPC worshiper. You of course may include additional prayers of your own during the time of open 

prayer. 

The pastor will conclude the time of prayer.  

 



FIRST READING (Lector) - The Apostle Paul urges his friends in Philippi to trust  

God with all  their concerns,  with the hope that they will  experience God’s joy and 

peace. Knowing that  Paul wrote this let ter from prison gives  his words added 

meaning.  

 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
  
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 

Lord is near.
  
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
  
And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

The Word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND READING Isaiah 12:2-6 

(The text from Isaiah will be sung as “The First Song of Isaiah” and the lector m ay return 

to his or her seat.) 

 

*GOSPEL READING (Scott) - John the Baptist heralds the mighty one “who is coming.” John 

teaches that preparation for God’s reign is not a matter of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful 

justice, radical generosity, and vocational integrity. 

 

Luke 3:7-18 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 

flee from the wrath to come?
  
Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, "We 

have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham.
  
Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 

fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire."
  
And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?"

  
In 

reply he said to them, "Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has 

food must do likewise."
  
Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what 

should we do?"
  
He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you."

  
Soldiers also 

asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by 

threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages."
  
As the people were filled with 

expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the 

Messiah,
  
John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful 

than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire.
  
His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 

into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."
  
So, with many other exhortations, 

he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

  
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Prayer of Dedication (Joanie—after offering) 

(Pray also to acknowledge the written prayer slips) 



 

Invitation to the Table and Communion: (Joanie)  

 

 


