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TRUCKEE LUTHERAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
First Sunday In Lent — February 26, 2023

Welcome to our Lenten contemplative solemn service! This service is a gift that incorporates all senses - sight, smell (yes, incense is
involved!), taste, touch, and sound. The service is inspired by Celtic Christianity and onr Lutheran liturgical tradition. To be clear, this
is not “high church,” though it does have some elements of it. The ritual actions that take place are not to make you feel stuffy or fearful
of making a mistake. This is a liturgy to breathe into and experience the beauty of. 1t is not performance, but prayer, and therefore, we
should not be worried about “making a mistake.” Liturgy literally means “the work of the people,” so it will always have an element of

human foible. Which is part of what mafkes it so beautiful. Do enjoy as we create sacred space to usher in the holy season of Lent.

J PREPARING FOR WORSHIP - “Be Thou My Vision” Congtregation
We invite you to sing and pray as we quiet onr minds to hear God’s voice and open our hearts to feel God'’s presence.
WELCOME Vicar Jonas Ellison

* THE PROCESSIONAL

Please stand as you are able. Assembly will face the cross starting at the back of the church and yon may bow as the cross moves by yon.
* J PROCESSIONAL HYMN - “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” Congregation

* PENITENTIAL RITE Vicar Jonas Ellison
In the name of the Three-in-One, and One-in-Three. Amen.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And with your spirit.
Bound in love to the triune God, let us call upon the Lord of our salvation and recollect in silence those times when
we have failed to live as beings created for love, either because of that which we have done or for that which we
have failed to do.
Excamination of conscience: What obstacles prevent me from loving fully and intimately?

Let us pray together then, to the God of Mercies...
Most merciful God,
We confess that we have sinned against you,

against one another, and against our Mother Earth.
Although you have made us incarnations of your Love,

we have not reflected your Divine Image in the world.
Although you have called us to intimacy in Christ,

we have shunned you in ourselves, in others, and in your Creation.
Although you have poured upon us the Spirit of freedom, we have preferred our

slavery to our passions, greed, and complacency.
Turn to us Lord, even when our hearts turn away from you.



Forgive us for the harm we cause to the innocent, the vulnerable, the voiceless.

Forgive us for the harm we inflict on the very planet that sustains us.

Instill in us a spirit of repentance.

Shake us from our complacency.

Move us to act in accordance with your Will
for the love of the planet and one another.

Awaken in us the hope of the Resurrection, that recalling your boundless love for us
we may love boundlessly in return.

We ask this in the name of Christ Jesus. Amen.

* COLLECT Vicar Jonas Ellison
Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the devil and all the
forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again
and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 32
Lector: A reading from Psalms...
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
While I kept silent, my body wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.
Then I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not hide my iniquity;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
Therefore let all who are faithful
offer prayer to you;
at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters
shall not reach them.
You are a hiding place for me;
you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with glad cries of deliverance.
I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go;
I will counsel you with my eye upon you.
Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,
else it will not stay near you.
Many are the torments of the wicked,
but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord.
Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous,
and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God!



NEW TESTAMENT EPISTLE READING Hebrews 2:10-18

Lector: A reading from Hebrews...

Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because all
have sinned—sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. Yet death
exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam,
who is a type of the one who was to come.

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely
have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. And the
free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation,
but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised
dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to
justification and life for all. For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one
man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

Word of God, Word of Life

Thanks be to God!

* THE GOSPEL READING (WITH PROCESSION) Matthew 4:1-11 Vicar Jonas Ellison
Let us stand and greet Christ who comes to us in the proclamation of the Gospel.
Al stand as able and face the center of the nave where the Gospel is read.

*  LENTEN ACCLAMATION

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

T A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights,
and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these
stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God.”

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are
the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,” and ‘On their
hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.””
Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their
splendor; and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”

Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.”
Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

2>

May the words of the Gospel be made flesh in us.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON Vicar Jonas Ellison
After the sermon, a ringing of the bell will mark a moment of contemplative silence.

* J HYMN OF DAY - “Abide With Me” Congtregation



* PROFESSION OF FAITH

Vicar Jonas Ellison

Let us stand and together proclaim our profession of faith, which has been handed down to us from ancient days.

TIRECHAN’S CREED

From The Patrician Texts from the Book of Armagh, 670AD

Our God is the God of all, God inspires all things,

The God of heaven and Earth, gives life to all things,

The God of the sea and rivers, stands above all things,

The God of the sun and moon, And stands beneath all things.

The God of all the heavenly bodies, God enlightens the light of the sun,
The God of the lofty mountains, strengthens the light of the night and
The God of the lowly valleys. the stars,

God is above the heavens; makes wells in the arid land and dry
And beneath the heavens. islands in the sea,

And places the stars in the service of the

Heaven and Earth and sea, greater lights.
And everything that is in them,

Such is the abode of the Holy One. God has a Son who is co-eternal,;
And similar in all respects;
And neither is the Son younger than the

Father,

Nor is the Father older than the Son;
And the Holy Spirit breathes in them.
+ And the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit are inseparable.

Amen.

* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Rev. Joanie Tankersley

Please conclude your prayer with “Lord, in your mercy”; and all will respond: “Hear our prayer.”

* THE OFFERING OF PEACE
+ Blessed be God, most holy, glorious, and undivided Trinity.
And blessed be God’s Kingdom now and forever. Amen.
My sisters and brothers, the peace of Christ is with you!
And with your spirit.
Let us embody Christ’s peace for one another.
Al excchange peace of Christ.

J PRESENTATION OF GIFTS, SONG OF THANKS - “0Old 100th Doxology”

* LORD’S PRAYER
Let us join then with the disciples of all ages, as we pray together in the Way of Christ:
Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in Heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Rev. Joanie Tankersley

Congregation

Rev. Joanie Tankersley



* THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION Rev. Joanie Tankersley
* INVITATION TO THE TABLE

* GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lotd.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION - The pastor continues with the prayer, concluding:
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
J COMMUNION SONG - “Take, O Take Me As I Am” Congregation

* PRAYER FOLLOWING COMMUNION Vicar Jonas Ellison
...Continue to renew us in the Love of your Holy Spirit.

Triune God, in the transformation of bread and wine, let the Incarnate Christ be not only revealed to us,
but in us, so that we may be transformed evermore-so into the Body of Christ. Lord Jesus, make my hands
your hands, my feet your feet, my heart your heart. Let me see with your eyes, listen with your ears, speak
with your lips, love with your heart, understand with your mind and serve with your Will. By the power of
the Spirit, make me your other Self. Amen.

* J SENDING SONG - “Creator of the Stars of Night” Congregation
PREPARING FOR OUR MISSION IN THE WORLD Rev. Joanie Tankersley
* BENEDICTION Vicar Jonas Ellison
* SENDING

Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God!

* J RECESSIONAL HYMN - “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” Congregation

We tnvite you to participate in worship, reading the parts in bold print. J means All Sing!
* We znvite you to stand, as you arve able, for sections marked with an asterisk.

Copyrighted music reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-706638 and CCLL # 1007276 All rights reserved.

Today’s contemplative service was inspired by the New Skellig Celtic Rite found at St. Columba’s Episcopal Church and Retreat in Pt.
Reyes, CA (https:/ /www.stcolumbasinverness.org/).




We invite all to join us by giving to the ministry of TLPC. We thank everyone who generously supports this
ministry. Gifts may be made online through our website at TLPC.org or mailed to: Truckee Lutheran
Presbyterian Church, PO Box 10620, Truckee, CA 96162

Our congregation has a heart for missions: locally, nationally, and in God’s world. With your support we give to
Sierra Community House (Hunger Relief, Crisis Intervention & Prevention, Family Support & Community
Engagement, Mediation & Legal Assistance); North Tahoe—Truckee Homeless Services; Healthy Babies;
International Health Partners Tanzania; Hands of Hope Zimbabwe; youth service trips to Nicaragua and Alaska;
adult disaster trips locally and around the world; and the responsible, vigorous mission work of the Presbyterian
Church USA and Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) in our nation and world. Additionally, during
the pandemic, our congregation has supported local essential workers.

Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Washoe people,

and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to recognize and honor all
our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this country their home.

Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church

—~~—

Follow Jesus. Love All. Serve Others.



